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Assessment Without Levels 
 

   From this September, the Government has 

made a huge change in the way that children in 

schools are to be assessed. This is to tie in with 

the New National Curriculum that started to be 

used by all schools at the beginning of this 

Academic Year. This is a new way of thinking for 

schools, and assessment will look very 

different to how it has done for the past 20 

years. 



The ‘business’ of our school. 

Children 



Why have the Government 

changed the National 

Curriculum? 
 

1. First and foremost to raise standards. 

2. UK is falling behind that of other countries 

3. To be slimmed down… Research has shown the need 
to cover fewer things in greater depth. 

4. Previous curriculum very content heavy – research has 
shown the need to return to the fundamental content. 



Which subjects make up the Curriculum? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Languages 
 

 
 

Don’t forget, we also provide 
for an opportunity for 

collective worship.  

Also, we must make provision 
for SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, 

Social and cultural) 



What do we mean by the core subjects? 

 

• (KS1): working scientifically, 
plants, animals, Living things 
and their habitats, including 
humans, materials and 
seasonal changes. 

• (KS2):working scientifically, 
plants, animals (including 
humans), rocks, light, forces 
and magnets, states of 
matter, electricity, properties 
and changes of materials,  
Earth and Space, forces, 
evolution and inheritance (Y6) 

 

• Spoken 
language 

• Writing 
• Reading  
• Spelling, 

vocabulary, 
grammar and 
punctuation. 

• Number and 
place value 

• Addition 
subtraction, 
multiplication 
and division. 

• Fractions 
• Measurement 
• Geometry 
• Statistics. 



What we feel that the curriculum should 
be? 

• Diverse 

• Inclusive 

• Relevant to the children 

• Engaging and exciting 

• Broad and balanced 

• Creative 

• Use the locality – visits, arts, experts and trips! 

• Up to date with ICT developments. 





Types of assessment 

• Formative assessment including diagnostic testing is a 

range of formal and informal assessment procedures 

conducted by teachers during the learning process in 

order to modify teaching and learning activities to 

improve student attainment. 

 

• Summative assessment The goal of summative 

assessment is to evaluate children's  learning at the end 

of an instructional unit by comparing it against some 

standard or benchmark (KS1 & KS2 SATS). 
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This year - What will happen with assessment in 

other Year groups? 
 

• Levels are no more. 

• New expectations set out. 

• Assessment system must check what pupils 

have learned and whether they are on track to 

meet these expectations. 

• This to be reported to parents.  



Why has the government changed the 
assessment system? 

Based on in-depth international research, which has 

shown: 

1) Many schools have under-developed formative 
assessment systems. Assessment dominating 
curriculum thinking – teaching to the test  

2)  Confusion for parents about what levels actually mean.   

3) Schools putting assessment ahead of the curriculum… 

This needs to be the other way around. 



  Problems with national curriculum levels 

1) Some children could progress ‘through’ the levels without 

fully understanding some fundamental content. 

2) Threshold issues – e.g. a child just inside the level 4 would 

get the same level as a child just off a level 5. Ruthless 

system 

3) Labelling – children can see themselves as poor 

learners.  E.g. “I am not a Level 5 like my friends!” 

4) Pace – ‘Too many things quickly’.  Children not fully 

embedding at one level before progressing to the next one. 



SATS THRESHOLDS 

• Mark Range 
Level Grammar, punctuation & spelling Reading Mathematics 

N 0 - 22 0 - 10 0 - 15 

2 N/A N/A 16 - 18 

3 23 - 42 11 - 17 19 - 45 

4 43 - 53 18 - 32 46 - 78 

5 54 - 70 33 - 50 79 - 100 

 

Below 6 

 

0 - 30 

 

 

0 – 23 

 

 

0 - 33 

6 31 - 50 24 - 34 34 - 50 



Tracking pupil progress 

Cohort On entry 

(Sept). 
Autumn half 

term 
Christmas Spring half 

term 
Easter Summer 

half term 
End of year 

Working with 

greater depth 
Old NC 

levels not 

aligned 

Secure 2 
Sum2 

Secure 1 
Sum1 

Developing 2 
Sp2 

Developing 1 
S1 

Emerging 2 
Aut2 

Emerging 1 
Aut1 

Pre Emerging 



Tracking pupil progress (contd) 

Example: Reading Year 3 
% of children on track for Age Related Expectations 

 

                              Autumn       Spring     Summer 

 

% on track for ARE   1       2       1      2     1       2 

 

% below ARE            1       2       1      2     1       2 



• We hope we have selected an assessment procedure 

that is clearer for parents and carers. 

 

• As a school we must report back on whether a pupil is 

achieving the expectations for the end of each key 

stage. 

 

• We have split the national curriculum into ‘End of Year 

Expectations’ for English and Mathematics.  This is a list 

of the key objectives that pupils need to know by the end 
of each academic year. 

 

How will this change the assessment 

and reporting of my child’s attainment? 



How will we report back to parents (reports and 

Parents’ evenings) 

In Years 1 to 6 every pupil has a set of ‘End of Year 
Expectations’ to achieve by the end of each academic 
year in English and Mathematics. At parental 
consultations, and for your child’s end of year report, you 
will be given information on: 

 

• The ‘Expectations’ that have been met. 

 

• Aim = To be ready for secondary school  in Year 6 (At 
the National Standard).  (100) 

 

• Effort grades 

 

 



It is important to note that… 
• The new curriculum is very challenging.  The bar has 

been raised for every year group. 

 

• To achieve at  the ‘national standard’ grade in Year 6, 
researchers and educationalists have compared it to an 
old level 4A.  Previously, a child only had to reach the 
level 4C threshold to have met the old national 
expectations for the end of Key Stage 2.  



Level 6 

Level 5a 

Level 5b 

Level 5c 

Level 4a 

Level 4b 

Level 4c 

Level 3a 

Level 3b 

Level 3c 

Level 2a 

Level 2b 

Levels are 
no more! 

• Pupils are assessed against a key set of 
expectations per Year Group.   

• They learn in greater depth and apply their 
learning to a wide variety of situations.   

• They are not accelerated through levels, 
instead they develop a deeper understanding 
and an ability to apply this understanding 
across other subjects and in a variety of 
situations. 

•  At the beginning of each year they face the 
challenge of a new set of End of Year 
Expectations  

Our new system 



How will Teachers know which stage my child 

is at? 

1) Teachers will keep a running record of children’s 

understanding against these expectations. 

2) Teachers will make a judgment of when a child has 

achieved an expectation – adding notes where 

necessary 
 3) A percentage can be then calculated of expectations 

achieved against expectations needed, to show an 

assessment of Pre-emerging, Emerging 1 and 2, 

Developing 1 and 2, Secure 1 and 2 and Mastery (working 

at greater depth). 
 

4) If a child completes all the end of year expectations before 

the end of the year, they begin to work on the Mastery 

Expectations for that year group. 

 



When does this new assessment and 

reporting system begin?    

• Since the start of this academic year, lessons have been 

taught to begin achieving these expectations in line with the 

new National Curriculum requirements. 

• ‘End of Year Expectations’ have been added to assessment 

records for each child, and teachers are using these to 

make their judgments against. 

• We are updating our end of year reports in response to the 

curriculum changes and subsequent changes we have 

made to our assessment procedures. 



New School Communication App – Launch Date 1st December 

Free download onto smart phones  




